Carcinoid heart disease: early failure of an allograft valve replacement.
A woman who had carcinoid syndrome and carcinoid heart disease underwent tricuspid and pulmonary valve replacements with a xenograft and a cryopreserved allograft, respectively. Within 3 months of the operation severe pulmonary regurgitation and pulmonary hypertension refractory to medical therapy developed. Autopsy found the biomechanical tricuspid valve to be free of disease but the allograft in the pulmonary position was involved by carcinoid heart disease in a fashion similar to the excised native pulmonary valve.